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WRITE FOR RIGHTS 2017 ± SOME FACTS 

Rnldshldr ` kdssdq b`m bg`mfd rnldnmd­r khed-Sg`s­r sgd oqdlhrd ne Vqhsd enq Qhfgsr+ ntq fkna`k kdssdq
writing campaign.  

Vd­ud addm cnhmf hs enq 04 xd`qr `mc snc`x+ hs­r sgd vnqkc­r ahffdrs gtl`m qhfgsr dudms- Dudqx
December, supporters across the globe write millions of letters for those whose basic human rights are 
being attacked. And every year, real change happens because of those letters and actions: People 
wrongfully imprisoned are released, torturers are brought to justice and people in prison are treated 
more humanely. 

Here are some facts about Write for Rights 2017:  

Write for Rights grew again on its 15th anniversary with at least 5,500,650 

actions taken 

So far, positive human rights change has been achieved in 7 of the 10 global 
cases1 

208 countries and territories took part in Write for Rights 2017 - from 
Afghanistan to Zimbabwe 

We recorded 18% more actions this year compared to 2016 ± a 29% increase of 
average actions per case2  

55% of the 65 participating Amnesty Sections reported an increase in actions 

Amnesty Taiwan alone collected 13% of the total number of actions with a 
staggering 738,215 actions 

More than 700 Write for Rights events took place across Poland  

And Icelanders showed the highest degree of commitment to Write for Rights 
with almost 3% of the total population taking part! 

                                                      

1 A specific Write for Rights campaign strategy was devised for each of the 10 global cases which included primary 

and secondary objectives. For the purpose of this report, we consider that positive human rights change has been 

`bghdudc vgdm sgdqd g`r addm rtars`msh`k oqnfqdrr hm qd`khyhmf sgd b`rdr­ oqhl`qx naidbshud.r- @m `cchshnm`k

objective for all cases was to create a significant show of international solidarity with the individual, group and/or 

their family. According to what the concerned individuals have told us, the solidarity objective has been achieved 

for all 10 cases. 

2 In 2017 Write for Rights included 10 global cases, one case less compared to the 11 global cases that featured 

in the 2016 campaign.  
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THE GLOBAL 10 ± NUMBER OF ACTIONS 

GLOBAL CASES 
 
 

 
COUNTRY 
 
 

ESTIMATED TOTAL  
# OF ACTIONS 
 

TANER & THE ISTANBUL 10 
 

TURKEY 874,820 
 

TADJADINE MAHAMAT BABOURI 
 

CHAD 690,434 
 

SHACKELIA JACKSON 
 

JAMAICA 528,476 
 

HANAN BADR EL-DIN 
 

EGYPT 501,496 
 

NI YULAN 
 

CHINA 432,369 
 

CLOVIS RAZAFIMALALA 
 

MADAGASCAR 411,009 
 

ISSA AMRO & FARID AL ATRASH 
 

ISRAEL/OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES 391,012 
 

MILPAH INDIGENOUS MOVEMENT 
 

HONDURAS 354,762 
 

SAKRIS KUPILA 
 

FINLAND 349,355 
 

XULHAZ MANNAN 
 

BANGLADESH 312,052 
 

   

These numbers are based of the data reported by participating Amnesty Sections3 as well as 
information collected on digital actions taken by individuals based in countries where Amnesty does 
not have a presence. Not all Sections were able to share their data and some were not able to collate 
accurate or complete numbers. Moreover, there are possibly thousands of actions that are taken 
organically by individuals around the world who come across information about the campaign, or that 
happen digitally without us being able to track them. 

You will notice that the addition  of the total number of actions for each of the global cases does not 
correspond with the global total of actions recorded for Write for Rights 2017. This is because in the 
list above we are not including the many extra cases that Sections include in their campaign, mainly 
because they are relevant to their audiences locally. Additionally, there are always quite a few actions 
for which Sections are not able to provide a breakdown by case and those are not included above 
either. 

  
                                                      

3 Where we refer to Sections, we are talking about Amnesty International­r entities in different countries, which 
can include Sections, Structures and/or National Offices. 
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SGD ¬AQ@UD­WRITE FOR RIGHTS: HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACT 

@r xnt jmnv Vqhsd enq Qhfgsr 1/06 snnj ok`bd `lhc sgd cdudknoldms ne @lmdrsx­r Fkna`k B`lo`hfm nm
Human Rights Defenders ± BRAVE ± and therefore focused on the work of those who put their lives on 
the line to defend the rights of others by featuring cases of Human Rights Defenders only. As such, 
sghr xd`q­r b`lo`hfm g`c ` edv rodbhehb naidbshudr khmjdc sn sgd Gtl`m Qhfgsr Cdednder angle: 

- Increase visibility for the profiles of the featured Human Rights Defenders and the causes they 
are fighting for;  

- Help increase their protection and capacity to carry out their work in a safe and enabling 
environment; 

- Send a clear message to those who try to hamper their human rights work: the world is 
watching and thousands are supporting these Human Rights Defenders and their vital actions. 

As explained in more detail for each of the cases in the following pages, we are pleased to report 
excellent results on these specific objectives. 

Through the campaign on Mahadine, Amnesty was able to engage with local organisations like 
CAMOJET (Collectif des Associations et Mouvements Jeunes du Tchad) and supported a courageous 
group of youth in organising themselves to form a coalition of activists in December 2017 . This shows 
how international support and visibility has a positive impact also in difficult contexts like the one in 
Chad, were human rights defenders and activists are afraid of reprisals for speaking out. 

But the success of the campaign for Mahadine went further. A first moment to celebrate, was when on 
21 February, after months of intense international pressure, Mahadine was finally transferred to a 
oqhrnm hm M­Ci`ldm`, closer to his family and where he could access adequate medical care. On 19 
March, a judge replaced the serious charges against Mahadine with the much lesser charge of 
defamation. This was fantastic news, as defamation does not carry a prison sentence in Chad. And 
finally, on 5 April, Mahadine was released! 

Mahadine will still face trial for defamation but a prison sentence is no longer in the cards. And after 
more than a year and a half spent unfairly in jail, he has finally joined his family and his children  and 
can start recovering from his ordeal. 

Human rights defender Ni Yulan also shared how her situation has improved thanks to the campaign: 
®£Ctd sn sgd hmsdqm`shnm`k `ssdmshnm Znm lx rhst`shnm\+ sgd onkhbd g`ud qdctbdc sgdhq `rr`tksr+ udqa`k
`atrdr `mc uhnk`shnmr ne lx qhfgsr-¯ Lnqdnudq+ rhmbd sgd rs`qs ne sgd b`lo`hfm Mh Xtkan and her family 
have not faced further threats of eviction from their rented flat. While it is very difficult to conclude 
that this improvement is attributable to Write for Rights, the attention and visibility might have 
contributed to this positive development. 

Hanan­r e`lhkx adkhdud sg`s hmsdqm`shnm`k oqdrrtqd g`r g`c ` onrhshud hlo`bs nm gdq sqd`sldms hm
prison, including the fact that in an unusual move by the authorities she was granted access to a 
doctor from outside of prison. Hanan, who suffers from a genetic condition, was denied access to 
medication in February and it was only after those who had supported Hanan during Write for Rights 
raised their voices once again that the situation was resolved. 

For Sakris, the longstanding engagement with Amnesty and the participation in such a visible 
campaigning, has allowed him to go from fear of attacks and isolation, to creating amazing support 
networks and improving his security. He has established himself as a key voice in the defence of 
transgender rights, not only in Finland but also internationally.  

As to the situation of the MILPAH Indigenous Movement, the participation of some of their members in 
rod`jdqr­ sntqr hm Dtqnod g`r oqnuhcdc ltbg mddcdc uhrhahkhsx sn sgdhq b`trd `mc q`hrdc sgdhq oqnehkd
internationally. While their security situation remains serious, there has been progress, for example the   
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communication between MILPAH and the institution in charge of implementing the measures to 
protect them has improved.  

While the spurious charges against Farid and Issa remain in place, they feel that the campaign has 
given their work increased legitimacy through international and Israeli solidarity and provided them 
with more protection. They believe that Israeli authorities have refrained from preventing them from 
carrying out their work on different occasions. 

Shackelia­r b`rd g`r lnahkhrdchundreds of thousands to put pressure on the authorities to take action 
against unlawful killings by the police  in Jamaica, but it has also shed a light on the struggle of the 
relatives of victims and made clear that the world is watching and that they must be allowed to 
continue their fight safely and free from harassment. 

Before Write for Rights, Malagasy civil society was wary of supporting Clovis fearing harassment from 
the government. Since the start of the campaign, support from local civil society started growing and 
Bknuhr­ gtl`m qhfgsr vnqj qdbdhudc hmbqd`rdc qdbnfmhshnm m`shnm`kkx `mc `krn hmsdqm`shnm`kkx- Nm 20
I`mt`qx+ Bknuhr qdbdhudc sgd ¬Bhshydm ne bntq`fd­ `v`qc hm qdbngnition of his environmental rights work 
in Madagascar. 

The Turkey case on Taner and the Istanbul 10 was truly an extraordinary one, that went beyond Write 
for Rights. This attack on human rights defenders in Turkey and on Amnesty International, was 
answered with an unprecedented reaction by the whole Amnesty movement and all our allies around 
the world. Although the fight continues until Taner is free and charges against all human rights 
defenders dropped, we can be proud of the show of strength by the human rights movement that lead 
to the early release of the Istanbul 10 and will hopefully end positively for Taner too. 

@mc vd rgntkcm­s enqfds sgd onvdq neinternational solidarity. For example, solidarity has been 
fundamental for Xulhaz­r e`lhkx `mc enq ghs former colleagues in the Roopbaan magazine, who told us: 
®We are overwhelmed to see the global support for his justice. This campaign has successfully inspired 
Qnnoa``m ldladqr sn bnmshmtd sgd ehfgs enq dpt`khsx-¯ 
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THE GLOBAL 10 ± IMPACT ASSESSMENTS  

XULHAZ MANNAN ± BANGLADESH 

 

© Rebecca Hendin 
PRIMARY OBJECTIVES PROGRESS BY MARCH 2017 

The authorities to ensure that the brutal murder of Xulhaz Mannan 
and his friend is duly investigated and that the perpetrators are 
arrested. 

PENDING 

Wtkg`y­r e`lhkxand his colleagues in Roopbaan feel supported by 
the solidarity of activists and campaigners from around the world. 

ACHIEVED 

 

Xulhaz Mannan and a colleague were in Wtkg`y­r apartment 
when men posing as couriers burst in wielding machetes, 
hacking both men to death. Xulhaz was a founder of Roopbaan, 
A`mfk`cdrg­r nmkx l`f`yhmd cdchb`sdc sn kdrah`m+ f`x+
bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer (LGBTIQ) issues, a 
daring venture in a country where same-sex relations are illegal.  

Almost two years since the April 2016 attack, and despite 
evidence including eyewitness testimony and CCTV footage, no 
one has been charged for the murders. On top of this slow 
police response, the government has shifted blame onto the 
victims.  

Sghr qdktbs`mbd nq tmvhkkhmfmdrr sn ehmc `mc bg`qfd Wtkg`y­r
killers sends a devastating message to LGBTIQ activists and 
others who challenge the status quo with their work. As 
Wtkg`y­r aqother says, ®[sgd onkhbd­r hm`bshnm rgnvr sg`s] the 
fnudqmldms hr kd`rs ansgdqdc--- `mc adkhdudr sg`s ¬sghr­ hrrtd
[same-rdw qdk`shnmr\ g`r chdc vhsg Wtkg`y¯- 

 

Former United States Ambassador to the 
United Nations shares her support for the 
campaign. 
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With over 312+ /// `bshnmr s`jdm nm ghr adg`ke+ Wtkg`y­r b`rd
was well received by global audiences and at least 36 Sections 
ohbjdc to ghr b`rd- Wtkg`y­r rsnqx `krn oqnuhcdc rnkhc`qhsx `mc
inspiration for many LGBTIQ groups, and even received public 
support from several notable figures such as actor and 
comedian Stephen Fry and diplomat and former United States 
Ambassador to the United Nations, Samantha Power. 

Unfortunately, according to Roopbaan, the reactions within the 
country have been a bit different as the Bangladesh LGBTIQ 
community are currently facing a very vulnerable time, and do 
not feel entitled to seek justice for someone who was not 
accepted by the social and legal framework of the country. It is 
enq sghr qd`rnm sg`s vd mddc sn bnmshmtd vnqjhmf nm Wtkg`y­r
case and potentially explore capacity building opportunities 
within the community, investing both time and resources in 
future plans to ensure that we inspire and motivate 
collaboration with local organisations on the ground to ensure 
impact in Bangladesh. 

 

®Vd `qd qd`kkx g`oox sg`s Wtkg`y v`r o`qs ne
Amnesty International's write for Rights campaign. 
Everyone at Roopbaan welcomes any 
visibility/action/campaign for bringing Xulhaz and 
Tonoy's murderers to justice. We are overwhelmed 
to see the global support for his justice. This 
campaign has successfully inspired Roopbaan 
ldladqr sn bnmshmtd sgd ehfgs enq dpt`khsx-¯  

± Roopbaan 

 

Solidarity messages were sent oqhl`qhkx sn Wtkg`y­r e`lhkx+ dwoqdrrhmf rtoonqs hm sgdhq ptdrs enq itrshbd
for his brutal murder. The letters were sent to the Amnesty International East Asia Regional Office 
(Hong Kong), before being sent in bulk packages to Bangladesh. Mimg`y+ Wtkg`y­r brother, shared his 
thanks after receiving the first batch:  

®H g`ud itrs qdbdhudc sgd o`bjr `mc nodmdc nmd nq svn sn ehmc she cards and letters ± amazing... so 
ltbg b`qd `mc knud enq Wtkg`y+ b`m­s adkhdud lx dxdr+ sg`mjr sn `kk ne xnt enq sghr-¯  

± Lhmg`y 'Wtkg`y­r aqnsgdq( 

In addition, we suggested letters could be sent to Roopbaan to show solidarity for the LGBTIQ 
movement in Bangladesh. They expressed excitement at the number of letters being received and will 
share some photos once they have processed them all. 

One of the many boxes of solidarity letters 
received for the Mannan family  
© Amnesty International  

 

Planet Ally, a Hong Kong based LGBT group taking 
action in a regional forum © Amnesty International 
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During the campaign, an Amnesty International 
delegation attended the annual ILGA (International 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association) 
Asia conference in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. It was a 
great opportunity to discuss the case with Bangladesh 
activists as well as further highlight the action with the 
regional Asia-Pacific LGBT community. After one of the 
plenary sessions, the Write for Rights campaign was 
highlighted by one of the Bangladesh panellists and 
postcards (with QR codes to the amnesty.org petition, 
see below) were distributed. The action, and campaign 
generally, were well received by both those who knew of 
sgd b`rd `mc sgnrd vgn chcm­s- 

 

The signatures from the global petition and an open letter, 
signed by the Regional Director of the South Asia Regional 
Office, will be sent to the Minister of Home Affairs on the 
rdbnmc `mmhudqr`qx ne Wtkg`y­r ltqcdq+ 15 @oqhk- Sgd
delivery aims to further the objective of raising international 
attention of the case and provide momentum for the next 
phase of the campaign.  

As with most cases of killings and enforced disappearances, 
justice is exceedingly delayed as it involves national 
mechanisms that are inherently slow moving. The team 
continues to monitor the situation within the country and 
will update and adjust the campaign strategy accordingly. 
Significant emphasis will be placed on having discussions 
and brainstorming with Roopbaan and other relevant 
stakeholders on the ground. In addition, following renewed motivation within the Bangladesh LGBTIQ 
community to campaign on this case, there will be potential for future capacity building and 
partnership between campaigners and local communities.  

 

  

Postcards distributed during the ILGA Asia 
conference with QR codes to the amnesty.org 
petition  

English comedian and actor Stephen Fry expressing support for 
Xulhaz's case on Twitter 

Roopbaan's tweet after receiving the first solidarity letter 
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TADJADINE MAHAMAT BABOURI A.K.A. MAHADINE ± CHAD 

 

© Rebecca Hendin 
PRIMARY OBJECTIVES PROGRESS BY MARCH 2017 

The Chadian authorities release Mahadine immediately and 
unconditionally as he has been detained solely for exercising his 
right to freedom of expression. 

ACHIEVED 

The Chadian authorities ensure that, pending his release, 
Mahadine is transferred to a prison where he can receive 
adequate medical care. 

ACHIEVED 

Mahadine and his family feel supported and receive international 
solidarity. 

ACHIEVED 

 

Tadjadine Mahamat Babouri also known as Mahadine is an online activist and father of seven. He was 
arrested on 30 September 2016 after he posted several videos on Facebook criticizing the Chadian 
government of alleged misuse of public funds. He also raised concerns about the bntmsqx­r dbnmnlhb
crisis mainly attributed to falling oil prices worldwide. Mahadine was snatched from the street in broad 
daylight by a group of men believed to be intelligence officers. He explained how he was beaten, 
electrocuted and chained up for weeks, and moved from one prison to another. His wife and children 
were told nothing of his whereabouts and 
had to track him down themselves.  

Mahadine faced charges that put him at 
risk of a life sentence, including  
¬tmcdqlhmhmf sgd bnmrshstshnm`k nqcdq­ `mc 
¬sgqd`sening territorial integrity and 
m`shnm`k rdbtqhsx­- @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k
considered him a prisoner of conscience 
arrested solely for peacefully exercising his 
right to freedom of expression and who 
should be released immediately and 
unconditionally.  

Amnesty­r qdoqdrdms`shudr vdqd not able to visit Mahadine in prison during a trip to Chad in  September 
2017, but they met with local organization CAMOJET (Collectif des Associations et Mouvements 

Mahadine's son reading solidarity messages © Amnesty 
International  

 


