Minister of Public Security
Zhao Kezhi
14 Dongchanganjie, Dongchengqu
Beijing Shi 100741
People’s Republic of China
Dear Minister Zhao,
Gao Zhisheng, an activist and human rights lawyer, has not been seen or heard from since he was
first reported missing by his family on 13 August 2017. He has been subject to enforced
disappearance, raising fear of torture and other ill-treatment.
Local police in Jia County and Yulin City, both located in the northern Chinese province of
Shaanxi, denied that he was being held in police custody and that they knew his whereabouts
shortly after he was reported missing by his family. After receiving no information for over three
weeks, Gao Zhisheng’s family finally learned on 5 September 2017 that he had been taken to
Beijing. The government official who relayed this news to his elder brother refused to provide
details about Gao Zhisheng’s exact whereabouts, his current condition or the grounds for his
detention.
Two lawyers appointed by Gao Zhisheng’s family visited Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau
and Jia County Public Security Bureau on 12 October and 8 November respectively intending to
seek further information about his detention. Yet, the authorities refused to disclose any
information to the lawyers. On 11 November 2017, an officer of the Security Maintenance Office in
Gao Zhisheng’s hometown - Lu township - told a Radio Free Asia reporter that Gao was in the
custody of the local national security office in Jia county and his condition was fine. However,
according to Gao Zhisheng’s wife, no one in the family had been told about this. Since then, Gao’s
family has received no additional information or official notification of his arrest.
A former prisoner of conscience, Gao Zhisheng previously shared his experience of previous
enforced disappearance and repeated torture in detention as a result of his work, raising fears that
Gao Zhisheng is at high risk of torture and other ill-treatment or even death.
Therefore, we call on you to:
 Immediately and unconditionally release Gao Zhisheng if he has been detained solely for
exercising his right to freedom of expression; and
 Pending his release, immediately disclose the whereabouts of Gao Zhisheng, and ensure that
he is not subjected to torture or other ill-treatment; and he has regular, unrestricted access to his

family, lawyers of his choice, and medical care on request or as necessary.
Yours sincerely,
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